
AP U.S. History Syllabus - Hallett 
 
This AP U.S. History class will have one goal and many methods to 
achieve that goal: to pass the AP U.S. History Test, which will allow the 
AP student (in most cases) to earn college credit, or even to bypass the 
equivalent college class.  We will have discussions, read the Fraser book, 
analyze primary and secondary source documents, work on a specific 
type of essay writing, complete a group analysis and presentation to the 
class, work outside the class collaboratively, watch film occasionally 
that will elucidate or make tactile historical narratives or perspectives, 
and complete a set of note cards that will allow the student to have a self 
created study guide for the AP test. 
 
Text Book: 
By The People, James Fraser 

- Chapter quizzes will be taken about every week; occasionally 
twice a week. 

 
Essays: 

-  Will be given every few weeks; we will use AP rubrics and whole 
essay grading, to ensure the students will have the experience to 
succeed on the AP test. 

 
Notecards: 

- Notecards for study will be completed 3 to 4 times in a semester. 
In doing so, students will go over specific eras of history four 
times throughout the school year. 

 
Group work: 

- A project early in the year will be completed by the students; they 
will effectively teach that unit and make presentations to the class, 
take notes, and ask questions.  In addition, students will be 
encouraged to work collaboratively outside of class, especially 
sharing essay ideas and critiques. 

 
Philosophy of the class: 

- Students will be guided to think about history according to eras; it 
is an impossible task to remember every detail in history without 
context.  Thus we will emphasize vital events or persons in the 
various eras that will help students recall what they know from 



events going from the pre-Columbian Americas, to the colonial 
period, the Civil War, the Progressive Era, World War II, or any 
other era. 

 
Grades: 

- Grading is weighted: Tests or quizzes are 40%; Essays are 45%; 
Homework (Notecards) 15%. 

- A student who receives a 4 or 5 on the AP test can have their 
semester grade changed next year.  This is usually from a B to an 
A. 

 
Email: 

- rhallett@juhsd.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


